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April 17, 2008 
 
Chair Susan Golding and Members of the MLPA Blue Ribbon Task Force  
c/o California Resources Agency  
1416 9th Street #1311  
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Sent via electronic mail to MLPAComments@resources.ca.gov. 
 
RE: North Central Coast MPA Network 
 
Dear Chair Golding and Members of the MLPA Blue Ribbon Task Force: 
 
On behalf of PRBO Conservation Science, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you, the 
Regional Stakeholder Group, Science Advisory Team, Initiative staff, and others who have worked 
tirelessly to develop proposals for a network of marine protected areas off of our coast.   
 
As you evaluate the three remaining proposals and develop a recommendation for the Fish and Game 
Commission, we ask that you consider the following requests.   
 

1. Recommend a package that best achieves the scientific guidance provided by the 
Master Plan and Science Advisory Team.  We believe the public will receive the greatest 
long-term benefit from a marine protected area network that reflects our scientific 
understanding of the marine ecosystem.  The science guidelines and evaluation criteria 
effectively utilize the best available scientific information, and a network design that best meets 
these guidelines should be selected. 

2. Utilize Special Closure Areas as a means of reducing disturbance to wildlife at 
breeding, foraging, and resting sites.  Our experience shows that disturbance to wildlife 
from human activities is a real source of stress, and can lead to reduced reproductive success, 
slower development and growth, and greater physical stress for individual animals that in turn 
can effect the population.  Special Closure Areas will help to sustain, conserve, and protect 
marine life populations. 

3. Include a Special Closure Area for Fertilizer Flat and Shubrick Point at South East 
Farallon Island.  The area between Fisherman’s Bay and East Landing that includes Fertilizer 
Flat and Shubrick Point supports one of the most dense populations of seabirds on the Island.  
Brandt’s Cormorants and Common Murres (both species included as “most likely to benefit from 
MPAs” in this phase) number in the tens of thousands in this area (approximately 65,000 right 
now).  Brandt’s Cormorants are especially sensitive to disturbance in their breeding area at 
Fertilizer Flat.  We believe that wildlife can be viewed from a distance, and while many boats 
are sensitive to disturbing wildlife, permanent protection is warranted for this important area.   

4. Protect the highest quality and unique habitat areas in the region, including the 
Farallon Islands Archipelago.   Achieving the goals of  the Marine Life Protection Act  
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necessitates creating a network that includes (1) a sufficient amount habitat, (2) a broad 
diversity of habitat, and (3) the best quality habitat.   High-level protection of important, high-
quality habitat areas and/or unique habitats, such as the Farallon Islands and Pt. Reyes 
Headlands, goes a long way towards protecting the diversity and abundance of marine life, and 
the structure, function, and integrity of marine ecosystems. 

 
PRBO Conservation Science is dedicated to conserving birds, other wildlife and ecosystems through 
innovative scientific research and outreach.  Our research in marine, terrestrial and wetland ecology 
and biology is advancing biodiversity conservation on land and at sea.  We appreciate your 
consideration of our requests.  Your efforts as part of the Task Force can and must ensure that future 
generations of Californians will enjoy the numerous benefits provided to our society by a healthy and 
diverse marine ecosystem.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jaime Jahncke 
Interim Director, Marine Ecology Division 
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